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EDITOR'S WORDS

Bhoja the king cum poet is credited with more
than eighty works on various branches of learning.
Champu Ramayana based on Valmiki Ramayana is the
most popular work from the pen of Bhoja which strictly
follows the divisions of Valmiki Ramayana. Ayodhyakanda
of Bhoja which has been prescribed as a text book for
B.Com. students of I Semester Language Sanskrit has
been edited by me as it was entrusted to me in the BOS
meeting.

I have given a brief history of Champu Literature,
a note on Pancha Mahakavyas, Date, Life and Works
of Bhoja along with a brief summary of Ayodhyakanda.

I have retained the text and Kannada translation
edited by Prof. B.R. Seshadri Iyengar, Prof. K. Raja-
gopalachar and Prof. D. Prahladachar and published
from Prasaranga, Bangalore University three decades
ago (1980, Samskrita Gadya Padya Sangrahah-I). I have
added the English translation to it and in my introduction
to Champu Literature and Pancha Mahakavyas, I have
tried to bring out the beauty of the Champu style which
is a unique genre in the Sanskrit Literature.

must express my gratitude to Dr. C. Shivaraju,
Chairman (BOS) Sanskrit (U.G. & P.G.) as also Dr. M.S.
Bhavani, Prof. B.G. Sreelakshmi, Sri Radhakrishna and
others for their helpful suggestions throughout the
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w&ﬁmm@. the author of f&wamasl =¥ states that the
combination of prose and poetry would be like the
combination of honey and grapes:

age = & 7 =waa ghis AIEEgEEAE
(Fvaorrae=iy ~ 1-4)

ST the author of AYUTEY opines that the
combination of prose and poetry would be like that of
‘the T= gems studded to the pear] necklace. mwmdﬂﬁﬁm
author of TUEEH feels that the combination of prose
and poetry would be pleasant like watersports. G

the author of SEYRET=T states that the combination oH.} ;
prose and poetry would be like the garland of Tulasi

endowed with fresh fragrant leaves.

sfaarr 3T in this background has summarised
the beauty of the word ¥ as follows:

TR S qEe aganad |
arcFd T T FerEEgEEaa U
Oimwb and development of Champu

The blend of prose and poetry could be traced back
to Vedas themselves the first written record available to
us in world literature. The mixed style of prose and

poetry could be seen in w:ﬂ@mm Fzmaell and FTewARAl
along with some portions of srrdee. The FT&’s of vedas

predominantly @ommmmm; the mixed wmumm. The Sﬁai
chapter of U &I consisting of sRyg=ar@™, some of
the ﬁwmswmw@m like &3, Y9, Y%, the fifth chapter of

frsErEagal, the fourth amsha of ey, the qreraE,

“2303f3 T 0/ OF

an integral part of RUF of WETWIYA, a buddhist text
known as SITaHTeN, fRdmaesr, gsuee and so on has a
combination of prose and poetry. The mixed style can be
noticed in some of the inscriptions like &R¥or worf&y on
=T dating back to 3rd century. This S9IT&T commences
with long metres like ¥4, Ea#AIRT, wherein the
glory of @H=YW is highlighted and the succeeding prose
passage narrates the world conquest tour undertaken
by ¥H=TH.

Poets are given the freedom of naming the divisions
which occur in the middle of the =] such as ¥9%, IPIM,
AT, (IATE, SoE, S, WVE, q¥y, o, dedld, ARy,
fa=y, 9%=5% and so on. An exception to this could be seen
in dFerAls FHAvEemEseTy wherein the divisions them-
selves would form the respective subject matter.

] can be broadly divided into four depending on
their source and subject matter: u

1. Mythological or Historical themes could be the
source like Ferey, avarf@EHIRy™ =9 and so on.

2. It could be purely imaginative as in case of

3. It could be a narrative pertaining to important
pilgrim centres like fa%mEs=+ and so on.

4. 1t could be philosophical in its tone and tenor

like mm@q:m.ﬂﬂ and so on.

A brief history of T literature

T of FIEFANE is the earliest ¥wy work available
to us now. fETR™ was also the name by which g

was known. He is also the author of #eTer=ny, Forfaras=ry

of ﬁ;ﬂwmw&owmm to the same century. @rey belonged to
digambar jain who was a court poet of Arikesari III of
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to merely gloat over the past. 20th century Champu
works presents wide variety of approaches and both
Qﬁmmﬁmn?mg and @ﬁmwﬁﬁmﬁa\.mg represent a massive
and impressive contribution. The following ¥’s could
be mentioned in passing which have been written in the
past 50 years: ,

ey of fRwiy dreaeest (1968), e
iy of Ruwefer Miamwg (1968), *MvraatAi@aT s of
FORE (1976), 1 THEw [EEEEH  WECAETTY of
oAy TEIETEE (1977), 2 Ty wryforgeafasaey
of UvESHTITAT TERTT (1982), SEEHR] of FANS fagenl-
T (1989), ARSI, THERTE and TEIETETY of
sifsrersTosrE i, SrETe = of Y A, TEEmETy
of E=afuTe and so on.

Pancha Champukavyas

R[S of WIS, T of IAwrHg, HemFvafrsrramy,
of Hemvsdifer, Beremesary of FwereAly, and T of
Sfasusg form the five great champus.

FEHEIET

Having derived inspiration from the mfesra of
FTeifs, viz., TETHTHEW, this work of #IST has emerged.
It follows the pattern of T IfEFTHET as each division is
known as #1%€. The style of the poet is lucid and
attractive. SEIEIT and =T style has been uniformly
followed here. The most important commentators on
this work are ATCAY, THEE, HHEY, AMed and S,
WIST seems to have written this work upto =I&TE from

The command of the poet over alliteration could be
noticed in the 21st verse of STATHATHITS:

WOy ok aded / Ha.

ATt sfraady T
TSR EEt ot 7 T |
AT T A w2 |
The description that the bark garments of TH

became wet and sanctified on account of the tears of @47

when the former was departing to the forest is very
attractive:

Y TIFAATI FAATRTRRT -
gyt afem™ agens froms |
AT ACTATATTRTIAET -

TWTEGLHTE qosbed T | (2.38)

ﬁwrmb. Sita started moving towards the forest being
accompanied by Rama, having abandoned Ayodhya

mc.mmmmn?&% indicates all the future events which are
going to follow:

TYT JAqT ORI e dran g |

T TAISATAS ATGATAT gt Fm Trermarsraesiis 11 (2.43)

ﬁu...ﬂ is an adept even in writing prose passages
éw.mwm:m one can notice the sound echoing the sense
which is the hallmark of the style of pre raphaelitic

poets in english literature like Donate Gabriel Rossetti

mb.m others. The following passage could be taken as a
pointer in that direction: o

wherein the harsh syllables indicate the vraelty  of
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Grand procession of ¥4, the curse of sage 7at, the
battle of Gods and demons, the dialogue between geafa
and g%, the narration of 353, the severety of poison,
Shiva consuming poison and the emergence of nectar
have been graphically portrayed here. Satire is the forte
of the poet and this has been exclusively depicted in

swferfagant by the poet.

The eulogy of Lord Siva in accompaniment of his
consort Uma is fascinating. %3 or IHT means the same;
one is the beginning of creation whereas the other one is
an end of the creation. On the one hand we have a9 and

on the other we have ST
sfregafa CERIRELIREES
mﬁ%@ﬂﬁqﬂm@ﬂm {
TE ° aEEaEdE §9
Foft ey waaetaeimET |

Frersvseifala was an adept in JATHI, ﬂmw&ﬂgq I~
HraET coupled with his unparalleled devotion towards

Siva as could be gleaned here:
T FTEOAY TTEhH Taag JORRI |
oA FATrerdta T FE w9 agAe
g Featy a1 A AT aguiy s qEes

Frasosdifara carved a niche for himself by composing
different works on fi@ in different genres like FIECIIVEE
TgTaa, HEdEE, frarerdwss{l and so on, wherein the

common factor is his unflinching devotion towards fora.

EEeuMIEN T

This work of ¥5eT& Y is novel from the point of view
ofite subject matter as well as delineation. The geographica

Wos Do e [ 32

Wm%oﬁm of the country have been graphically portrayed
ere. The cultural ethos of our country from Badari 1o

Kanchi is nicely depicted here. FIMT -and mdﬂm‘@ are the
two mwo@m trotters who perceive g(@ happenings of Su
world through their aerial survey and take Smmmw?m@w
well as positive stand respectively in all the 53 @mmodwﬁm%wa

T wert R |
Wﬂ@gﬂ@ﬂqﬂﬂmﬂ%ﬁg%x;
TG THFIGA TG 713 |
AT S

This %97 in the form of narration reflects the social,

cultural and religious ethos of th
e count i
rih oo ntry belonging to

. The .wozoéwbm verse may be cited from the point of
view of nicely balanced works:

Al PRREES: CURICR e
g AT Rirefgen Saar wwam

. wﬂ.umﬁ,m prowess over grammar could be seen in the
oilowing verse of M who redicules the grammarians.

%@w%ﬁ%ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬂ
srfaras wef aft wat rems 70
P : | RUEETEC Cirke ol

4 H&mwm ﬂ no division like &% or 19 here. but each
Q@moﬁmﬁom 18 ,m division by itself. Excepting the grand
narration of river Fa¥ in prose, poefry outshines the

o
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T

Generally it is taken that kin

AT or THTATHA, Some critics are of the opinion
that the author of PEFTHN the king of Malva 1s
different from WIS the author of TFLTHT.

The reason behind this conclusion is that at the end
of FETOIF we have the statement 3T T FETTSIETS
SrsiaeR whereas at the end of EAE we have
the statement 3T = e @l the author of
ZE&10E has clarified that the author of FFLUHAY is none
other than #iSl, the king of faz¥. Since we don’t have
enough proof to state that the WISt the king of AT was
an able ruler, a poetic connoisseur and an eminent poet

we can conclude that g st is Aqreradrst. If one sees the

Jeoff style used in FREIHATIT one may conclude that he
himself has acclaimed as Yesfirst on himself. -

g WIS is the author of

Date
Fixing up date and time is a difficult proposition in
till on account of

sanskrit literature for anyone. S
hoja lived in 11th

following reasons we can state that B

century. ;
9IsT quotes the name of T=E@X the 10th century

rhetorician in his works. In one of the verses he has

quoted the name of aTFafATE], TSI one of the works of
WISt mentions that he ruled in 1047 AD. It is also
believed that ST used to fight the war with srafde the third
of chalukyas between 10 11 and 1019. With these evidences,

we can state that 1St must have lived in 11th century.

Life
7T the son of ORI was a celebrated ruler of the
dynasty of Paramaras. He seems to have ascended the

BoER To e /A0

throne in 1010 and ruled for 55 years.

TSATIASAIIO ARATHT 95 |
TS WisRTeTe weTiet gferorraers

w#mwmwﬂmmﬁgmm in mHm .%oaw. HTH mm& has “narrated an
: g story regarding “¥IS. According to this
version, HIST seems to have lost his fatherin his infancy
and must have been in the care of his uncle 95 whe b..uw
he had mastered different branches of learning and MMS
very popular. Unable to tolerate the popularity of %m
nephew, I ﬁow@ his subordinate U to kill ﬂ%ﬂ .w Mm
m.%. protected WIS in his house and displayed a m.é%%
which .émm smeared with blood as bhoja’s death w«&
WMMM WWB W letter which was written by ww&w mmﬁwm
| the letter, osT was full of d ¢
handed over the kingdom to SIS &mwMHMMMmﬁommm WMMMMN

Works of Bhoja

Bhoja’s scholarship over various branches of learning

~could be gleaned here with the statement of chandra-

prabhasurt’s Prabhavakacharita:
WSTF TG, NI ATl
sl 2w fesssR i |
Trfen Treaftrar o g o
g AFTHATH =Y qrfFoaiy |
- TS a reputed commentator on STel's ATEAFVSTHIN
as given an account of eighty four works having been

MSMmm by 957 m.zm he seems to have given names to the
ork based on titles and encomiums bestowed on him:

.m. o e eSO o : :
e fe ferefrgwi Mg @y s=egs-

CUESEN,

PV e -
FUSITHHT (S FG A EIIHTUT EHFATTHATS AT |
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avoid the settling down on them of the cloud of dust
caused by the gathering of people eager to behold the
great joyous occasion that was to come forth and
addressed the chief ministers such as Sumantra and

others, thus --

5.  “Leaving me, who has not yet resorted to penance
groves and who is still vigilant in protecting people
in the right way, how can such an attachment of the
woowwm‘ arise as soon with regard to Rama whose
boyish innocence has not yet disappeared ?”

Prose : They too respectfully replied Dasaratha
whose desire was definite, thus --

6. “Although your majesty remains the ruler, let the
people voluntarily take to serve Ramabhadra, your
son, where is any wonder in it ? Would the thirsty
chataka seek, instead of the moon, the milk-ocean
which has been the cause for its birth ?”

Prose : Afterwards that diligent assemblage of citizens
together with the ministers hastened to collect the
materials required for consecration according to the
command of Vasistha, the most distinguished among
persons conversant with such affairs.

7. Having summoned Rama charming with his modesty,
the king with excessive joy arisen spoke thus -
I shall try to deposit the royal crown on your head
speedily tomorrow in Pushya constellation.

Prose : Afterwards to Rama who had returned to his
apartment having reported the desire of Dasaratha to
Kausalya, the venerable Vasistha full of joy; celebrated
the preliminary festivity.

omp Do [ 00F

8 There came up an extra-ordinary and exalted

rejoicing ‘of the citizens, surpassing (adequate
expression in) words and complimenting with the
gay sound of the musical instruments the flapping
sound of the ears of the maters of the female
elephants of the quarters of the compass.

At that time,

9. That Manthara, whom they speak as the root cause
for the eradication of the race of demons and whose
mind, crooked by nature, had semblance with her
bodily frame mercilessly stirred the heart of
Kaikeyi, just as a wild buffalo stirs the clear water
of a cool and lovely pool.

10. Just as a ruthless fire of thunder-bolt springs up in
a van of cool clouds on account of the injurious
outcome of their pulverisation by the stromy gale of
violent motion, alas there appeared a slander even
in the mother of Bharata on account of the words of
dissension of Manthara which annihilated the joy
of the people.

Prose : That Kaikeyi with her intentions controlled
wholly by the possession of a female ghost named
Manthara, reminded her husband Dasaratha of the two
boons he had granted her formerly for removing his
anguish encountered during the battle with the demon
Sambara who resided in the city of Vaijayanta in the
Dandaka forest. .

11. The subject of one of those two boons was Bharata’s
consecration and of the other Rama’s living in woods
“with just the forest-produce for his maintenance
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21. You are not to be counted amongst the virtuous
women in this world; that Rama has not at all
gained a place among those who are with their
fathers; and I too got no happiness from my sons. O
vile woman, Bharata should not offer me even the
libation of water ?

Further,

22. Let some form of the bark of trees be his (Rama’s)
garment; let the fortunate trees of shade be his
abodes; but O Kaikeyi how can those rocky grounds,
which are harder than your heart, form his bedding ?

23. Although chastised by her husband thus, her mind
being possessed by Manthara, she was not moved
with pity, just as a moon-stone region covered by
creepers does not ooze water though the full moon
were to shine unscreened (by any cloud).

Prose : Then, desirous of enjoying the delight of
beholding the countenance of Rama at least for a short
while, Dasaratha ordered Sumantra to bring the prince.
Soon after that, Rama being ushered into the palace by
him; made an obeisance and beholding at close quarters
his father who had an unusal facial expression, asked
Kaikeyi what the matter was, apprehensively. To that,
the evil-intentioned Kaikeyi replied - “My boy, your
father is now full of remorse and is merged completely
in the deep ocean of grief being unable to fulfil the two
boons that were promised by him because of his
affection towards the son and fear of severing from
truth. The two boons, however, are

a) your residing in the forest with the occupation of
a sage and
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b) “Bharata’s ruling the earth”. Having heard that
and feeling much satisified at heart, Rama
submitted to her with folded hands, thus --

94, “Is Bharata afraid of the burden of (ruling) the
earth ? or, am I afraid of the holy forest 7 O mother,
why then does father, the best in the race of Sagara,
grieve ? If he does not fulfil this promise which is
far lighter than (Bharata’s) offering libations of
water of the heavenly river, how can he be a father
of worthy sons, even with both of us ?”

95 You have ordered me to protect just my body in the
woods, while you have deposited on the head of a
boy (Bharata) the burden of the entire earth; now if
its examined as to which of the tasks entrusted to
us is (more) easily done (than the other), O mother,
your love falls more to my share.

Father

26. Why has not my father become ‘e recipient of the
presentation that would be offered by me in the
form of an obeisance, for conveying to me in his own
words the happy news of the auspicious festivity of
the consecration of dear Bharata ?

Prose = At once, Dasaratha fell down unconscious
like the mountain cloven by (Indra’s) adament, like a
(bore) tree enveloped on all sides by a forest conflagration
and like Nahusa who was sorely grieved for his losing
(the) position of being the lord of heaven. Then, she
(Kaikeyi) ordered Rama to carry out the command of
(his) father. And he, ;

97. The celebrated Rama, accepting like a mmimbm Spm
_order of his mother by bowing down his head,
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Prose : Then, she pronounced a blessing which
contained a reference to all the gods, for securing safety
to her son. Afterwards having saluted her and leaving
(her chamber), Rama came to the apartment of Sita who
had just begun to dress herself (for the occasion).

31. (And) by mentioning that they had to wander in
the forest (he) sullied all of a sudden (the mind) of
Sita who was rejoining at the happy news (of the
consecration); just as a hunter in the forest who
frightens with the twang of his bow a pea-hen which
is rejoicing (on hearing) the thunder of a cloud.

Prose : (Then) as she began preparing herself to

follow him, he spoke to her thus --

32. “My beloved Janaki, in the forest where the mouths
of the wolves are red with blood oozing incessently
from the wounds of the many blood veins extant in
the hind limbs of the numerous deer that are
caught by them, how can I cause fatigue to your

body which is by nature so lovely and delicate as
the Sirisa flower ?

meo.mm : Afterwards, when Sita was (firm) without
mm% wwﬁ#% arising in her as regards her desire to follow
him in spite of various efforts (of Rama) and when

Laksmana too did not shake off his determination of
following, Rama presented.

1. all his ornaments and an elephant in rut named
‘Foe along with a thousand other elephants to Suyajna
son of Vasistha, 2. and very precious gems to b.mmﬁ%m
and Visvamitra; then took the whole collection of the
weapons bestowed upon him by Varuna in Janaka’s
assembly, -- weapons, viz., the two bows which would

o ToRP 0N /09

put an end to the valour of the enemies of gods, the two
armours whose function was to protect him against all
dangers, the pair of quivers attended upon by (a)
ceaseless (flow of) arrow and the pair of swords which
had served him as.pillows having destroyed all his
enemies; and beckoned Laksmana to follow him. Sita
also gave away her various ornaments to the wife of
Suyajna. After that Laksmana also gratified a certain
teacher, dependent on Kausalya, with the wealth which
was at his own disposal. On the same occasion, Rama
offered to poor Brahmin named Trijata who was with his
family, a big herd of cattle occupying the space extending
up to the place where a staff thrown with his hand
would fall, and to Brahmins such as Kapinjala, various
kinds of wealth. Then, they (Sita, Rama and Laksmana)
having sprinked and scorched respectively with the
spray of tears and the fire of grief, the bodies and minds
of the women of the city whose leafy lower lips were
trembling on account of the heavy breaths of sighs; and
having expressed their decision regarding their exile by
prohibiting their retinue from following them, moved
out of the harem. At that time,

33. May not this Sita, who was not beheld formerly
even by those who move about in the sky, be the
object of sight for every man” --- thus considering, it
must be, that the creator screened the eyes of all
beings with the advent of tears.

34. Rama entered the palace once again to depart after
reporting (to Dasaratha) the accompanying of both
Sita =nd Laksmana with these words, viz, --- “Maithili
follows me proceeding (to the forest) although
prevented, and young Laksmana too does not leave
me at any cost.” :
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account of the severe rays of the hot-rayed sun in

summer, the sylvan goddesses will surely find fault
with the absence of their eye-lids.”

Prose : Then, Maithili’s husband together with
Laksmana saluted the king and the mothers after
respectfully going round them and departed rejecting
the circle of attendants (who were following him). A chariot
also was brought to the door (of the palace) by Sumantra
who was obeying (thereby) Dasaratha.

42. Sita first mounted the chariot being ahead of Rama
who had commenced his journey, just as the sun-
light which is ahead of the lord of the day who is
desirous of mounting the chariot with blue yokes:.

ﬁxomm”gmﬁrmﬂiorﬁosm omUmmmamdrmBozbﬁ&;m,
chariot; ;

43. As Sita grew more and more curious about the
forest, having left the capital of the Raghava kings, -
the royal glory of the demon (Ravana) became more
and more desirous of departing from Lanka.

44. “This city, together with all people from children to
old persons, is following Ramabhadra; hence let me
not become worthless” --- with this eager thought,
as it were, the earth multiplying her own form
under the guise of dust, started to go behind him.

45. Mother Earth very soon removed the tears in the
faces of the servants by means of the dust particles
considering that it was surely inauspicious at a
time when her own daughter (Sita) together with
her husband averse to royal glory, was going to the
forest as a result of the ripening of her (Evil) fate.

WOD TaSnodes /020

46. The capital of the best kings of the Raghu dynasty,
whose various citizens went out being eager to
follow Rama and wherein houses, squares and high
roads just existed (without the usual bustle), became
despicable in a moment just like the serpent-form
of the slough left behind (by the serpent):

Prose : Afterwards, Dasaratha together with all the
inmates of his harem came out of the city and as there
was no other course, remained gazing at that Rama for a
long time; but when Rama, seated in the chariot ----
by Sumantra, passed beyond the range of vision, he
(Dasaratha) fell down on the earth becoming unconscious,
a stream of tears gashing out (of his eyes). Then having
regained his consciousness by the nursing of the
attendants, the king chose Kausalya’s apartment (for
his stay). As for Rama he came to the bank of the river
Tamasa, causing by means of the darkness of illusion
the red lotus of the discretionary power of all people to
close like a bud and slackening the speed of his chariot
as it was difficult to pass through the crowd of people
who were gathering together, each person trying to be
ahead of the other; so also came the thousand-rayed
(sun) to the peak of the sunset mountain.

47. To those persons, who had come to the forest
weeping openly and whose minds were not able to
suffer the seperation from (the service to) the feet of
Rama, the bottom of the trees on the banks of
Tamasa where beds of leaves were spread, became
homes.

Prose : And at night in consultation with Sumantra
having deceived the whole crowd of people and seated in
the chariot which surpassed even Garuda in speed, he
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Kapila’s fury which sprang from the.search-of the

course-of the sacrificial horse and whose fortune
-~ripened with the offering of the libations to our
- fore-fathers.”

Prose: Afterwards having prevented Sumantra
with winning words, Rama, together with Laksmana
and Sita who was praying for the good (of her lord),
mounted the boat brought by Guha and prohibiting the
following of even the lord of the Nisadas, he crossed the
stream of the divine river very soon; and having set foot
in the country rich in green plants and called “Vatsa,”
Rama killed four deer, being skilled in striking (with his
arrow) even a moving object, and spent the night in a
strange place under a tree. The next day, proceeding by
a forest route they came to Bharadvaja’s hermitage in
Prayag, the vicinity of which (hermitage) was being
occupied by sacrificial smoke; after saluting that great
sage who was excessively delighted, they surmounted
the risk of the current of the Vaikartani (river) with the
help of a bamboo float (raft) following the course
advised by him (the sage) and reached the Citrakuta
mountain which was strange on account of the conduct
of various animals whose (mutual) hatred had been
appeased as a result of the presence of the sages who
were rich in tranquility.

52. Experiencing the happiness (he had enjoyed) in
Ayodhya because of the company of Janaki, Rama
rejoiced for a -long time in the natural (beauty)
spots of Citrakuta, which were charming with the
leafy huts put up by his younger brother, and which
were enchanting with the sweet cooings that issued
from the throats of the infatuated cuckoos.

WBoRH Dm0/ 02H

" Prose : Thereafter, Sumantra, having spent a few
days with Guha overpowered by the distant hope that
Rama out of disgust for forest life may invite him (to
stay with him), got disappointed and returned; having
reached Ayodhya which was devoid of rejoicing,
alighted from the chariot ﬂrmwcgvzbm noise of whose
axle got eclipsed by the woeful cries made by the
citizens grieving with excessive sorrow and saluted
Dasaratha whose life was preparing to depart from him.
At the sight of him Dasaratha became unconscious; but
being brought back to his senses by Kausalya and
Sumitra, he repeatedly questioned Sumantra, with his
throat choked with tears, thus --- “ How did Rama
depart ? What did Sita say ? How did Laksmana
behave ?” And he reported thus to the king --- “ My lord,
how shall I describe, hard-hearted (that) I am!

53, “Your two sons, remaining at a distance from the

chariot and the desire of the citizens who had followed
them out of eagerness to serve, and functioning as
the new (Chamderlains) guards of Vaidehi, became
pedestriana in the woods on Bhagirathi’s banks.

54. “My lord! even Arundhati’s husband (Vasistha) was

not previleged to conscrate the curly mass (of hair)
of your son with the milk yielded by his own cow, on
the occasion of his consecration; but alas! the same
(hair) has now been fated to become matted with
the milky juice yielded by the Nyagrodha, which
was brought by the Nisada and which brings tears
to (the eyes of Sita).

55. “On the feet and nails of that Vaidehi, redness
appeared in a moment even without the application
of the lac; but in her face no change of colour
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dreams, after saluting him in the city of "Asvapti
(kekaya). And he, being permitted by his mother’s
father, Yudhajit and with anxiety due to an affliction
the cause of which was not known to him, arrived at
>.<omg~m in a few days.

62.

63.

wwmwmmm surrounded by the messengers and at
close quarters beholding the city whose residents
were with an unusual behaviour, much puzzled at
heart entered his father’s apartment which was no
short of a cemetry.

Not momwdm his father there, he went to the apartment
of his mother and after saluting her asked ---

- “Where has my father gone ?” and she spoke to

64.

65.

Bharata the following very harsh words :

“Rama went away together with Maithili and
Laksmana like a forester, in order to obey the order
of his father; afterwards, your father passed away

(pursued the course of Death); you (can) freely

enjoy the Earth which has no rival (ruler).”

With these words Kaikeyi, Kekaya’s daughter, caused
Bharata become engaged at heart, just as the pea-
hen enrages a ferocious surpent, with her cry.

Prose : Then, having wept for long time, Bharata,

his discration failing him, addressed Kaikeyi thus --

66.

“On account of ﬁwm nobmwogmgﬁob of sins which
have been cruel in their effects, you do not indeed
deserve to be the mother of all the four of us. Hence

In this world, women who own children will speak
~ freely about you as the originator of the ignominy

which ;Soﬁm cause distress to \nrm cavities of the
(listeners) ears.”

B0 TOBR 0360 | OLE

Prose : After that, turning his look away from her

face to his younger brother (Satrughna), he spoke -

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

“Alas ! having associated yourself with the Solar
race which is of unimpeded growth (like a bamboo
grove), when you are pouring the fire (of grief) into
the minds of (its) members in order to consume it
how can the (fire) God, who is being honoured by
the sinless (people) at every sacrifice, bear now the
name Consumer of its own shelter ?

“On beholding a bullock which was much fatigued
on account of ploughing continuously, tears came
even to (the eyes of) Kamadhenu, the mother of
hundreds of calves; hence tell me now, how can the
daughter of the king of the Kosalas, the mother of
only one son, surmount the grief due to (the exile of)
that son, in this world?

“When the king had no counsel by the power of
destiny, this lady sucked the breath of his life
through the two boons, just as a serpent sucks the
poison doctor who is not protected by the snake-
charm by the power of fate. (Hence) her living
outside the city, somewhere in the land of the
cemetry ant-hills, is only proper.

“Ah ! alas | whereas there are plenty of families of
the demons suited to her own nature, how did this
low-minded lady take birth in the kekaya family,
like a poisonous creeper which grows in a grove full
of Bmsmo trees ?

“My mother is bareft of the conduct of the ordinary
man” - with these words that hero, who has the
descrimination for duty, came out of that House as
if out of hell, together with his brother.
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Prose : There, having thus passed the day which
appeared as long as a hundred days, all of them entered
into the Citrakuta forest-region, at the direction of the
sage, Stationing his army there and accompanied by
Guha, searching for Rama in every direction, Bharata
arrived in anxious haste at Rama’s hermitage, (the
identity of) which could be inferred even from a distance
by the wind smelt the sacrificial offerings and the smell
of the smoke; which had herds of animals which did not
run away (out of fear) which contained the flowers of
worship poured by the sylvan goddesses of invisible
form; the vicinties of which were accustomed to the
hearing of the twang of Laksmana’s arrow which served
as the uttering of charms to oust out all the goblins that
were in the form of demons; which region was densely
occupied by the forest house-holders residing in huts
put up afresh; which had deer-skin and bark garments
hanging down from the branches of trees; which had the
dias at the foot of the trees of Sita’s residence,
worshipped with dense heaps of flowers that were
offered from the tender leafy hands of the troops of the
army of Indra, that were plucked from the branches of
the celestial tree and that were of a “Variegated colour
as they were with” bite of fresh twings; which contained
swords, bows and quivers that were perceivable, a part
of which was occupied by the roots and fruits gathered
by Laksmana eager to extend a reception to the guests;
which was never dissociated with the impressions of the
lotus feet of Janaka’s daughter; and the beauty of which
mocked at that of Saketa (Ayodhyal.

77. Then, in that forest region, he beheld that illustrious

companion of Sita, an abode of tranquility, not

L O 37

i

ZIOT UV [OVL

accessible to persons who have not performed
meritorious deeds, dark in complexion as a fresh
cloud, with lotus-like eyes, a wearer of bark garments,
bearing the crown ‘of a mass of matted hair, and
with arms resembling the body of a lordly serpent.

78. Afterwards he saluted Vaidehi, whose birth was as
the result of Janaka’s sacrifice, who was by his
(Rama’s) side like a new digit of the moon and who
was effectively bestowing on the forests a state
similar to that of Ayodhya by the auspicious
association of the prints of (her own) lotus feet.

79. He perceived that Laksmana too, to whom the title
Rama’s younger brother -- which cannot be gained
by a step-brother -- is applied undisputedly although
he is the son of Sumitra, and a comparision to
whose pair of eyes could be a pair of lotuses only if -
they remained unclosed even during bwmgmr ;

Prose : Afterwards, like an antelope highly fatigued
and thirsty which runs in all haste towards a lotus-pond
the water of which is nurtured with particles of
ambrosia and which is noticed by chance in a desert in
the very severe heat of summer, he approached (Rama)
hurriedly, fell on his feet and weeping incessantly,
having related Dasaratha’s lot brought upon Rama
accompanied by Sita and Laksmana an unconsciousness
resulting from grief. Having fallen down there, the
mothers of Rama also wept for a long time.

80. As the ocean of grief of these persons was growing
_beyond bounds the part of Agastya was played by
Vasistha, the wise sage.

S o
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