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Introduction

Kavya is classified as shravya and drshya.
‘Shravya is again classified as padya, gadya and champu.
Subhashitas are laghukavyas which come wunder
padyakavya. Subhashitam is defined as i wiftms, o
s, @1 g | - meaning a good saying. They are also
called as @fs, wgfs, yam. They are called “Muktakas”, as
they are independent, self contained and complete. They
are the words of experience of the poets. They have the
nature to inspire and guide the people to follow the right
path. Irrespective of time and place, they are universally
applicable to all.

These muktakas or Subhashitas can be traced from
the period of Vedas. In Rigveda, the ancient most of the
Vedas, there are the hymns related to good life, charity,
etc. For example, ill effects of dice play has been

effectively portrayed.

aq%ﬂfﬂwaaﬁ&l@m

Do not play the game of dice. Resort to

agricultare. Be happy with the money earned through

the right way”. A clear teaching not to play the dice is |

given. Upanisads, which contain the discussions on

XKxil

nature of parabrahman in detail, hes many such sayings
which are memorable.

SuneTefie wd afcka sen g |

A TIRRA Sl W Y ey 1|

“Lord Brahman resides in all the living-beings.
Do not aspire for other’s wealth. Enjoy your own wealth
through charity”. These words highlight the importance
of ‘tyaga’, which helps to build a healthy and happy
society. :

There are innumerable suktis in Ramayana and
Mahabharata which are indeed the treasures of
subhasita. One of the sloka in Mahabharata beautifully
explains the cause of happiness thus :

SR VR IaeT:
whadged: ug gy |
Tayean giafiaam:
veSiaei®a gar ue 1|

“The health, debtlessness, not travelling,

~ association with good, independent life, residing in a

fearless place - are the six things that cause

happiness.The kavyas too, have numerous verses which

K0xiil

Fon Wy Fgog




are worth remembering.
BharaviS kiratarjuniya is as given below:

e forzelva 3 Bt T v |
U & fomgwarsriiot qorgreen: Torme ;||

“Do not take action in a hurry. Indiscrimination is

the source of great calamity. Riches, which are fond of
merits, choose on their own those who are discrete in |-
The dramas have various verses and ‘sayings
Well known ‘dramatist ;
Bhasa’s Karnabhara proclaims the greatness of charity

action”,
which have universal impact.

thus-

e el TS FEATHAT,

gergyen fHuaf wea: |

S ST = YAt

gd ¥ g9 9 adq fossfa 1

“Learning deteriorates by the passing of time.
Deeprooted trees too fall down. Water stored in the
reservoirs also dries up. What is given as oblation and
what is donated do not get lost”. |

These types of good sayings are collected from all

the existing sources.

XXXV

A beautiful stanza from

- AD) ete.
‘Satakatraya of Bhartrharl is very popular

These collections have become

_ﬁ.;"...graduaily Very': popu}ar and " arecalled-as" subha51ta-- E
sangraha granthas (Anth010g1es of good saymgs)

Suktl-muktava.h of Ra]asekhara, subhasxta-sudha- :
nidhi of Sayanamadhava Saduktl-kamamr_ta of Sridhara-
dasa; Sarngadhai‘a-p‘addhati of Sarngadhara, subhasita-

~nivi of Vedanta-desika; ‘Subhasita-ratna-bhandagara of
Kasinatha-sarman' etc.,

are ,.,some of the popular

collections of subhasita.

Apart fromy theseicoliections.-of.-SubhaSitaS, there

I are works which. are: composed -independently by the

poets.  Some. of - the works which. come - under . this

} - -category are: Niti-dvisastika of: Sundara-pandya (about
| .4t Century A.D), Sisya-Lekha-dharma-kavya of candra-
_gomin (aout 470 A.D), Sataka-trayam of Bhartrhari (7th
- Century A.D), Bhallata-Sataka 6f.Bhalla.ta'-Kavi (883-903

A.D), Anyokti-mukta-lata-sataka of Sambhu (1098-1101-
“Among - these independent- composmons
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Bhartrhari - Life Date & Works

Bhartrhari is one of the famous poets in the field of
Sanskrit literature. There is no information given by the
poet related to his life, date and works. Many poets of
- ancient time have not revealed any information related to
their life. On such occasions litterateurs have depended
on the information given by the latter scholars about the

writer. )
Life, Date and Works :

Scholars refer to three persons by the name
Bhartrhari. Amongst them, one is said to be the brother
of  Vikramaditya and another composer of
Vakyapadiyam a great treatise on grammar and
Satakatraya.  The third one is referred by Chinese
traveller Itsing in his travelogue. There is a controversy
as to whether the author of Vakyapadiya is the same as
the author of Satakatraya. According to a myth
Bhartrhari is said to be the resident of Malavadesa (the

present Madhya Pradesh) and brother of Vikramaditya.

. King Gandharvasena had two wives. Bhartrhari was his

son by the elder wife. Vikramaditya was his son by the
younger wife, who was the daughter of king of Dhara.
As the king of Dhara had no sons, he looked after his
grandson Vikramaditya along with Bhartrhari. When he

XXV

decided to make his grandson the king of Dhara,
Vikramaditya requested him to make Bhartrhari the king
proposing that he would serve him as his minister.

Bhartrhari, who got the kingship was gradually so
engrossed in the worldly pleasures that he neglected the

' duties of the king, though cautioned by his brother. An

instance that, took place in his life, changed him
completely - A saint, who once came to his court, gave a
fruit which had extraordinary powers and informed him-
that one who ate that fruit would have a long span of life.
King gave the fruit to his beloved wife, as he wished her
to live longer. The queen gave that to the groom of the

- royal stable, whom she had loved. He in turn gave that

fruit to his beloved. Realising the merit of the fruit she
decided to give that to the king thinking that he alone
was fit to have it. The king who was surprised to get his
own fruit back, investigated the case and came to know
the reality. He was shocked and disgusted. Renouncing -
the kingship and the kingdom, he lead the life of an
ascetic.  This instance might have inspired him to
compose Nitisataka and vairagyasataka.

Scholars have varied opinions regarding the date
of the poet. According to one view the date of the poet is

i I century B.C., if Bhartrhari was really the brother of
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B Vlkramadltya who started the' Vikrama ‘Era in 57 B C If

- follower  of  vedic: religion .and: adva:tta phﬂosophy
- According - to-:the: information given by . the: Lhinese:

-is - believed that ‘Bhartrhari - is “the’ “brother “of
| Vlkramadltya (e, Candragupta I of Gupta Dynasty)
then the date of the poet will be 5th Century AD. But
. accordmg to the opimon of the majorlty of the schoiars,
~ the date of the poet is 7th century AD. dependlng on the
instances refered by Itsmg in his travelogue Itsmg refers

" to the instance that Bhartrharl died in. 651 AD. A study
of his works reflect that the poet was a Hindu and

traveler, Itsing, the poet was a Hindu was turned to.
- Buddhism as he was. influenced by the- teachmgs of the:
Buddha ' R ~ . _ L

Subhasxtatrlsa’a is the work composed by the poet
It comprlses three satakas, Niti, Srngara and Vazragya
Though the word Sataka refers to the numeral hundred, .
there are more than hundred verses in each Sataka The

word Sataka is used syrnbohcally

Srngarasataka : In more than a hundred stanzas, the
poet has described the impact of beauty and the nature of -
alluring women. It reflects that the poet has a good
knowledge of the KamaSastra. The work ends with the .
message that physical beauty and sensuous love is not

XXXVl

towards worldly pleasures. -

| permanent, but temporary, ultimately leading to agony.

By this we can infer that the poet might have begun this
work at a young age, _but completed it when he was

Wotldlyl wise and ripe in his age.

There is a description of aversion
Poet has described the
insipidity ‘of life, perishable state of youth, etc. Poet is
successful in warning the readers against the worldly

Vairagyasataka :

pleasures.

Nltlsataka : This has been contposed in ten sections
which are named as paddhati’s, viz A]na V1dvat Mana-
Saurya, Artha, Durjana, Sujana, Paropakara, Dhairya,

Daiva and Karma. In these Paddhatis poet has described
beauttfully knowiedge benevolence, generosity, valour,

etc. The arrogance and harshness of the kings, as well as
the hardships of the noble persons at the hands of fools
and wicked have been portrayed. Thereby the poet has
introduced the nature of the good. - The principles of
morality essential for human beings to lead good life

| have been depicted very effectively..

Nitisataka ‘has gained more popularity: when
compared to Srngar and Vairagya- sataka. The poet here
touches on various aspects of human life with

appropriate referrences. The poems have been composed
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very effectively. Even commonman can understand, !

enjoy and appreciate the beauty and the merit of the
poems, '

A note on the content of ten pRddhatis are given |

below:

1. Ajnapaddhati : I—Ieré, the poet describes the !
nature of the fools. It is not possible to convince ;

the fools. The ignorant and the learned, both can

be pleased very easily. But, a fool who thinks that -

what he knows itself as right cannot be pleased,
even by Brahma. It is not possible to bring them to
the right path. The works which are highly
difficult like plucking the precious gem by force

from the mouth of the crocodile, crossing the ocean |

with high waves, adorning the highly enraged
serpent on the crest can be done. The works which
are impossible like getting oil from crushing the
sand, drinking water from a mirage and getting a
rabbit with horn can happen like a miracle. But it
is impossible to convince fools. If one likes to do

that act, it will be in vain, like binding an elephant |

-with the lotus fibre and making the salty ocean
sweet by a drop of nectar.

xL

‘Then the poet describes the nature of the
silence. It has been created by Brahman for the

fools. It is indeed more beneficial to fools to

conceal their ignorance, specially in the assembly
of scholars. The fools believe that their act itself is
right and engage in doing mean acts. They do not
care for anybody. Poet gives an example of a dog
eating the human bone. It does not care even Lord

- Indra standing besides it.- The poet describes that

there can be no remedy to the foolishness of fools.

Vidvatpaddhati : The poet after telling the nature
of fools, describes the nature of learning, scholars
and scholarship. The knowledge is the safe and
hidden treasure, which does not get destroyed
even at the end of a kalpa. It is the adornment to
the scholars. It cannot be destroyed or stolen. The
ornaments like the necklace, armlets, bracelets
beautify a person physically. Those who are
adorned with knowledge need to be respected.
The poet cautions the kings not to compete with
these scholars or not to insult them. Their
scholarship cannot be taken away. Poet gives the
example of a swan. Brahman, if he is wild about
the swan, can destroy its delight of moving in the
lotus pond. But he cannot take away the fame of

xIi




its well-known sk111 of sépéra'ting water from milk.
The learned indeed have the speech itself as the
best ornament. The kings and rich people who

realise this give respect. The dignity of the kings |

and increases only through learning. The stability ;
of the world depend upon such wise people who
are experts in various arts. ‘But by their conduct
~ and good deeds they will be alive even after their ;

~death.  In this way the poet highlights the
importance of knowledge. |

| Manésauryapaddhétl Self-respect and valour are
the qualities of noble persons. Nature of these
people has been described here. Courégé is the |
prominent nature of the noble.  Animals like lion
and others, when hungry attack elephants but do .

not eat.grass. So also, the self respected do not

- live, losing. their: dignity. They will never be%

inclined to get mean objects. The poet explains this.

-with the example of a dog, which feels happy by

- getting the bone of :a cow, even though it is notg

- sufficient to quench its hunger. A lion leaving the

- -jackal which is at its hand, kills an elephant only.
- Likewise the noble expect the noble things only.
They get respect by leading the life in a way
befitting their race, culture, -etc. They live

xLL.H

successfully and get respect from the society or

lead their life unnoticed by anyone like the bunch
of flowers. The difficulties are not obstructions to

them.

* Then there is the description of unworthy persons.
Mainaka the son of Himavan, took refuge in the

ocean to safe guard himself by leaving even his
father in trouble. This nature of Mainaka is
blamed as it was not 'right for him to have done
that. . The self-respected persons do not tolerate the
insults, like the suryakanta stone which glows
when touched by the rays of the sun. Age can
never be a criteria for the valiant people, like a
lion. Even as a cub lion attacks only the elephants.

Arthapa\ddhati : Here the poet describes the

‘nature of wealth and wealthy people. Most of the
‘people in the society feel that money is more

important and that recognition and respect are
through money alone. Hence they try to earn
money with an illusion that all the merits are

B depen'dént on wealth. -The poet shows that money
. is not the cause for all the good (Sreyas) - The poet
- describes - this  with examples. - the -cause of
- destructions, such as bad munsellmg in the case of ..
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a king, (bad) association in the case of an ascetic:_
fondling in the case of a son, lack of Stliay in the

case of Brahmin and carelessness and donation to
the unworthy in the case of wealth.

The poet stresses that wealth should be used |
properly, for one’s happiness and donation etc. If 3:
not it will fall into other’s hand, without being of
any use to the owner. If the people follow the
virtuous path, they will get all the fortunes. The

poet suggests to the kings that if the earth is |
looked after properly like a cow the earth bestows ::

various fruits, like a wish-yielding creeper
(Kalpalata). Poet suggests that the earning of
wealth should be through the righteous means.
Following the wrong path to earn money is not
advisable. Then the poet describes how much
money one can get ? Either from the ocean or from
the well a pot gets as much water it can contain. In
the same way one will get the amount of wealth
wherever he might be in accordance with his ;
destiny. The poet indicates that there is the:
necessity of human effort to get destined things in
the world. |

xLiv

Durjanapaddhati : Here the poet describes the
nature of the wicked, who should be necessarily
kept away. Lack of kindness, unnecessary quarrel,
desire to take away other’s wealth and wife and
not tolerating the prosperity of others, are the
nature of the wicked. As the nature of the wicked
cannot be changed, the poet advises to stay away -
from them, even though they are learned. They
are dangerous like serpents. Due to their
wickedness, the qualities of the noble appear as
errors to them. For example, they attribute
inability to one who is modest, hypocrisy to one
who is religious, deceitfulness to one who is
valiant and foolishness to one who is an ascetic.
Indeed all the virtues of the good are soiled by the
wickedness of the wicked. These wicked qualities -

‘are the cause of destruction. It is not advisable to

serve these wicked who are in power. There can
be no happiness for a person who comes within
the range of these wicked. Even though there is
the friendship of the wicked it will not be firm. To
justify this the poet describes the nature of the
‘wicked and good will be like the shadow of the
forenoon and that of the afternoon. The friendship
of the good will be less in the beginning and

xLv




increases gradually.

decreases gradualiv The poet cautions about the
nature of the wicked and advises us not to have
association with them.

Sujan-apaddhati : Nature of noble is described
here. - By overcoming the bad qualities one should
adopt the nature of the good. So the poet mentions
the qualities of the noble. Desire to have the
company of the good, respect to elders, urge to
-acquire knowledge, fear of ill-reputation, devotion
‘to the lord, self-control and renunciation of the
company of wicked, are some of the qualities
which will be present in the good persons by
‘nature. Just-as the armlets, bracelets, etc., adorn
- the persons, so do truthfulness, genérosity, étc.,
adorn the noble.  These are indeed the best
ornaments to a person than the ornaments which

' beautva the body

The virtues are the means to attain the good | -

path. - Though this path is as hard as walking on
the edge of the sword, it is' implemented by the
~noble to become great. - One who wants to have
success and ha-ppiriess in life, 'shoqld foﬂ_ow this -

xL.vi

But the friendship of the ]
wicked will be “more in the begmmng and ¢

" ‘benevolent.

!

iaafth of the good. Poet gives the example of a drop
of water to illustrate the importance of association.

The association of the bad will destroy one
completely like the drop of water when it falls on

- the hot iron rod. The association with the midd-le‘_
-category of people will make persons  atleast

appear like noble, like the drop of water growing
like a pearl on the lotus leaflet. The association of
good transfers them to good, like the drop of water

falling into oyster’s shell. Thus there is a beautiful

example of the influence of association.. Indeed,
through meritorious deeds, one can get a good son,

_ virtuous wife and a good friend. So the poets

message is that one should do good deeds and
lead the life in a noble way, by which there will be

honour bestowed by the society. ’

'Pafopakai‘épéddhati : Bénevole_nce"'éf good is
described here. Modesty is the nature of the
Just as the trees bend down when

they bear fruits and the clouds bend down when

. . filled. with fresh waters, so the noble too will be -
modest, even though_ they are rich. The good |

people on.their own accord engage themselves in
doing good to others, like the sun and the moon.
Even the minute qualities of others is recognised

xLvi




and appreciated by magnifying it as if it were a
‘mountain. There is the description of the good
friend. He, who prevents one from sinning and
inspires one to do good and who does not
renounce one at times of adversity, is a good
friend. There is the beautiful example of milk and
water given by the poet. The act of boiling the
milk is taken here. the milk gives away all its
qualities to the water which is associated with it.
When milk is heated, water tries to sacrifice itself
Seeing this
" nature of water, the milk desires to jump into the

into the fire through evaporation.

fire by rising. But, when again mixed with water it
calms down. The milk and the water respond to
each other’s difficulties, like wise good friends
always stand by each other. The generosity of the
noble is described ‘- by taking the example of an
ocean. An ocean gives resort to all the living

beings~gods, demons, mountains, submarine fire,

clouds Samvartaka and others, In the same way
the noble give resort to enemies also. The number
of such noble people will be very less in the world.
But their life is fruitful. Path of such noble should
be followed to have meaningful life,

Dhairyapaddhati
described here. Through courage one can adopt

. The courage of the good is

xLviii
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the path of the good. The people with firm mind
do not stop until they achieve their goal. The
people of lower order do not start their work with
the fear of obstructions. The people of middle
order, though begin the work, stop at the moment
when they come across hurdles. The best people
with firm mind do not stop their work even
though they face obstructions repeatedly. They do
not care for either happiness or sorrow. Whatever
be the situation, good or bad, their ultimate goal
would be to get success in the work. They do not

give prominence to blame or praise. They do not

care for profit orloss. They are not overtaken by
emotions like anger, etc. They are not tempted by
worldly. pleasures. They do not lose their courage
and indulge in mean acts. The poét describes the
example of burning fire. Even though this burning
fire is held downwards flames will never go
downwards. Instead they rise upwards. Thus the
courageous will never be disheartened by insults.

The poet then describes the good conduct. It is not
advisable to lose one’s character. Instead it would
be ‘better to fall down from the top of the
mountain, or kill one’s self by placing the hand in
the mouth of highly poisons serpent, or fall into
the fire. Hence poet advises one to maintain one’s
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is Vrrtuous unfavourabie mstances turn favourable

For mstance frre w111 be cooi like water, ocean i
,_ turns out to be a smaH stream mountam Meru
becomes a small, rock and pmsonous ]ulce becomes g

;a shower of nectar
.good character is the best ornament

-Daivapaddhati's

" thére-is thé power of destiny. Lord Indra, even

“though ‘welk* equipped in’ all  the ways, was
- defeated in-war at the hands of the demons. This
The poet |

shows fate or destiny is all powerful.

_Wmouse A snake whrch was kept in a box by the
stayed within the box with

:weakened ,lrmbs tormented by hunger and losing

5 snake charmer

. :ali hopes of survwal At the same time, a mouse,

~in search of food at mght saw the basket, entered
? by makmg a hole in it and feil into, the mouth of .
The serpent rmmedzately ate the
mouse got satisfied and moved away through the -
¢ isamie hole: ' This:shows'that destiny has the upper
. hand in the life of the people. If fate is favourable
one comes out of the dangers like a fallen ball |
springing upwards. ‘But if one is ill-fated, one falls |

" the serpent

L

“The poet explains here the power i
“of destiny. “Above the efforts of human beings ;

| 10,

~.down like an earthen ball, never-to rise up. Anill- '
“fated person can never have happiness. To justify

this the poet shows the example of a baldman. A
baidman tormentecf by the 1ays of the sun,

~ desiring to go to a shady place, résorted to the

shade underneath a paim tree A huge Fruit fell on
his head raking a great sound “Thus the -
calamities follow the ill-fated” wherever they go.
One cannot come otit 6f the impact of destmy The

. poet gives the example of the maon.., Though the

moon _is the. freasure .of. nectar and lord of
medicinal herbs, he. does. not over come.“Raja-

Yakéma” (tuberculosls) e such is-; the fate of

‘dESth' AT R T E Y

The poet next narrates “that although destiny i

mighty, noble people are ‘ot ‘disturbed’ by Lhe
1mped1ments ‘As déstined by cieshny One would

:deflmtely get atleast a little of What one is’ destined
“to get. The poet takes the example of cataka bird

to }ustlfy this. Even though the cloud pours in all

~ directions, cataka would get only fwo or three
-drops of water

Kamapaddhatl After the nai:ratlon of the impact
of destiny, karma (the fruit of action) is:described.

i




Karma is above destiny as the decisions of destiny
depend upon the karma. The poet thus salutes
karma. Even the gods are under the control of
karma. Lord Brahman was made a potter, Visnu
was put into the hardships of taking ten avatars
and Siva was made to beg with a skull in his hand.
This shows the power of karma. Fruit of actions
rule the destiny. So the poet advises to perform
Satkriya. Results of deeds good or bad will be the
cause for the state and fate of people. Hence,
before taking an action one should think of the
results of that action and then perform it. If not
one will have.to suffer the consequences of that
through out one’s life. And it would be painful to

the heart like a dart. According to the results of

the action, incidents in life take place. Hence what
is not destined to happen can never happen. What
is destined to happen cannot be avoided. If one
- does good deeds, the fruit of that will protect one
at all conditions, and one can have all good things.

Hence, the poet insists to be very careful before |

doing “Karma”, action.
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(2

Nitisataka

Salutations to that peaceful lustre whose form is
unbound by time and space, who is the abode of
infinite knowledge and whose realisation is

possible only through self experience.

Scholars are jealous. kings are overpowered by
arrogance. Others are destroyed by ignorance.
Thus, good words remain within oneself.

" An ignorant can easily be pleased. Scholars can

more easily be satisfied. But, even lord Brahman,
cannot please a person who is arrogant with a little

knowledge.

One can draw a precious gem by force from the
mouth of the crocodile, one'may cross the ocean,
disturbed by series of waves, an enraged serpent
can be adorned on head like a flower. But, one
cannot satisfy a fool’'s mind overpowered by

preju.dice.

One can get oil by crushing the sand with great
efforts; one, tired by thirst can drink water even in

a mirage; wandering one can even get a horn of a
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hare; . but, one cannot: please-:a - fool's mind.

overpowered by prejudice.

He, who desires to bring a fool on to the right path,
appears to bind an intoxicated elephant with the
fibres of tender lotus, desires to cut a diamond
with the edge of sirisa flower, desires to make salty
ocean sweet by a drop of nectar.

- Silence is the single quality created by Brahman to
cover the ignorance of one’s foolishness. It's a
special ornament to fools, -especially in the
assembly of scholars.

When I actually knew a little, 1 became blind with
pride, like an intoxicated elephant. Then, my mind
was arrogant that I knew everything. When I
learnt from the scholars, little by little, my

arrogance dropped like fever and | realised thatl

was a fool.

While eating with a desire for taste, the human
bone, which is surrounded by worms, which is wet
with saliva, which is disgusting with bad smell
and which is without flesh, a dog does not take
notice of even lord of gods Indra, standing by its

138

1.

side. The mean creature does not take into account

~ worthlessness of its possession.

The stream of Ganga falls from the heaven to

s Biya'socrest, from Siva's crest to tae king of

1.

mountains, from the lofty mountains to the earth,

- from the earth to the ocean. Thus, she has attained.

the lower and lower positions. Likewise, the down
fall of those who lack wisdom will be in hundred

ways.

It is the foolishness of a king not to identify the
poets of great fame, whose beautiful speech are

-adorned with the words refined by the scriptures,

who are skilled in imparting their knowledge to
disciples. Even without wealth they are the
masters. Unworthy examiners of gems are to be
condemned, who underestimate the value of gems.

‘The internal wealth in the form of knowledge

cannot be thieved. It always enhances the
inexplicable happiness. It is enriched even more,
when bestowed on the seekers. It will not be
destroyed even at the end of a kalpa (total
destruction). O kings, give up your pride in the
presence of those who possess the wealth of
knowledge. Who can compete with them?
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13.

14.

15,

16.

O kings, do not insult the scholars, who have the
realisation of the highest truth. Godess wealth
cannot bind them, as wealth is like a mean grass to
them. A
elephants whose temples are rendered black by the

tender lotus fibre cannot bind the

flow of fresh rut.

If Brahma, who gets angry with a swan, can

destroy its delight of moving in the lotus pond. But
he cannot take away the fame of its well known
skill of separating water from the milk.

Armiets and necklaces which are bright as moon

adorn a r  bathing, nor

cannot person,

anointments, nor flowers, nor the adorned locks of
hair, none of them can be adornment for a person.

The good refined speech alone adorn a person Al

other ornaments will decay exnept the ornament of

speech. Good speech alone is the real adomment at

all times.

Knowledge is the supreme beauty of a man. It is

‘the safe and hidden treasure of a person. 1t brings

pleasures, fame and happinegs. It is the preceptor
of preceptors. When in abroad learning is a
kinsman. It is the supreme diety. Kings respect the

¢
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17.

18.-

19,

knowledge, but not the wealth. One who does not .

possess knowledge is equal to an animal.

What is the use of an armour when one has
forbearance? If there is anger why think of
enemies? What is the necessity of fire when there -
are jealous kinsmen? Where is the need of divine
medicine when there is a friend? Why serpents
when there is a wicked person? Why wealth if one
has flawless knowledge? Why an ornament if one
is humble? What is the use of kingdom if there is

good poetry?

Generosity towards one’s own people, kindness
towards servants, villany to_w'ards the wicked,
affection for the good, diplomacy with kings,
with ' prowess
forbearance towards the

straightforwardness scholars,

towards the enemies,
elders and craftiness to subdue women- the
stability of the world depends upon such people

who are experts in various arts.

The company of the good removes the dullness of
mind, instill truthfulness in speech, brings great
honour, destroys sins, delights the mind, spreads
the fame all around. Tell me, is there anything

" which the company of good cannot do?
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20.

21.

22.

23.

Victorious are those blessed poets, who are experts -
-in the delineation of sentiments; there is no fear of

death or oldage in the case of the body in the form
of their fame.

A lion, though tormented by hunger, worn-out by
oldage, situated in a miserable state, without the
lustre of energy, even on the verge of death,
desires only to eat the morsel of flesh from the
cleaved temples of an intoxicated elephant. Will
such a lion, ever, the foremost among all the self-
respected, eat the grass at anytime?

A dog becomes happy by obtaining the bone of a
cow which is fleshless and which is dirty with
remnants of fat and muscles. Yet it is not sufficient
to satisfy its hunger. A lion will kill an elephant by
rejecting the jackal on its lap (at its hand).
Everyone, though in a miserable condition, desires
that which is befitting to one’s strength.

A dog wags its tail, falls at his feet, and pitiably
rolls upside down before the master who feeds
him. But the king elephant, look at its master with
bold sight and eats only after listening to hundreds

of praising words. ,
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24.

25.

26.

28.

CBirthe

In this ever changing world, which person, once
dead is not born again? He is really said to be one
of worthy birth, if the family is elevated by his

The bunch of flowers do have two ways of life, so
do people with self respect: either they stay on the
heads of all people (with respect from the people)
or wither away in the forest (disappear without

being known).

Look, brother! there are five or six planets which
have been acknowledged like the brhaspati and
others. Rahu, the king of demons, who is desirous
of showing his special valour, does not envy them.
He attacks only the bright planets the sun and the
moon during the new moon day and the full moon

day.
Lord Adisesa bears all the worlds resting on his
hood which is like a plank. Tortoise has held this

Adisesa on his back. The lord of ocean easily
makes him dependent on the boar. Ah! Unlimited

are the acts of the noble.

It would have been right for Mainaka son of
Himavan, the snow-clad mountain, to get his
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29,

30.

31.

32.

wings cut by the strokes of arrogant Indra’s
tlhunder bolt, which was unbearable on account of
the discharging of fire constantly. Alas! It was not
right for him to merge in the waters of the ocean,
when his father was in distress.

Even a lifeless suryakanta stone glows when it is
touched by the rays of the sun. How can a man of
self-esteem tolerate an insult inflicted by others?

Lion, although a cub, attacks an elephant at the
temple region, which is soiled by rut. This is the
nature of the self-esteemed. Age is not the cause of
the valour.

Let the caste go to the nether world. Let the merits
go still beneath. Let the character fall from the
peak of the mountain. Let the noble race be burnt
in fire. Let the thunder bolt fall on the valour,
which is in the form of an enemy. Let us have
wealth, without which all other qualities are as
meagre as grass.

He, who has wealth is deemed as belonging to a
noble race. He is the scholar well versed in Sastras.
He is the powerful speaker. He is handsome. All
the qualities depend on wealth.
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RS S
5

36.

' intake of

A king is destroyed by bad counsel, an ascetic by
association, a son by fondling, a brahmin by not
studying, the race by a bad son, the good conduct
by association with the wicked, modesty by the

wine, without any

agriculture
supervision, affection by residing away in far off
places, friendship without any trust, prosperity by -
bad acts, wealth by carelessness and donation to

the unworthy.

There are three states of wealth-viz., charity,
enjoyment and destruction. One who does not
donate or enjoy his wealth, it will have the third

state {destruction).

A gem polished on touch stone, a victorious
soldier hurt in the war, elephant rendered weak by
rut, river with sand banks dried in winter, moon
having a single digit, young lady tired after
amorous sport, the people who have lost their
wealth through donations to the seekers - all these

shine by their slenderness.

A poor man desires to have a morsel of barley
grains. Later becoming full, he considers earth
equal to a blade of grass. Hence due to the
largeness or smallness of the things, the state of
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37.

38,

39.

40,

richness of the rich enhances or reduces the merit

of the objects.

Q king, if you like to mﬂk ;hg cow called earth, you
nurture this world like a calf. If nurtured well

~always, then this earth, like a wish yielding

creeper, will be prosperous by various fruits.

The polity of the king will be of diverse ways, like
a courtesan. It will be truthful and false; harsh and
sweet spoken; cruel and kind; money minded and
liberal; extravagant and accumulating.

What is the use of resorting to the kings who do
not possess these six qualities, viz., obedience to
their order, acquisition of fame, protection of
brahmins, charity, enjoyment of wealth and
protection of friends.

Man will obtain the amount of wealth, less or
more, as written on his forehead ordained by
Brahman, even in a desert. He will not obtain more
than that money even on mount Meru. Do not
exhibit your pitiable state in front the rich. Look!
The pot will draw the water as much it can contain
either in the well or in the ocean.
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41.

Lack of kindness, quarrelling without any reason, -
desire to take away others wealth and wife;

- ih‘ééléxﬁéﬁcé towards the good people and kinsmen-

42.

44.

these are the six qualities of the wicked by nature.

Even though adorned with knowledge one should
avoid the wicked. Though adorned with a precious

gem is not a serpent fierce?

The wicked attribute inability to one who is
hypocrisy to one who is religious,

modest,
elty to one

deceitfulness to one who is pure, cru

who is valiant, foolishness to one who is ascetic,
melancholiness to one who speaks pleasant words,
arrogance to one who is mighty, talkativeness to
one who speaks well, impotence in one who is
firm. What quality of the good is there, which is

not soiled by the wicked?

If there is cupidity where is the need of bad
qualities? If there are false allegations where is the
need of sins? If there is truthfulness why practise
penance? If there is pure mind where is the need of
sacred places? If there is good nature why think of
merits? If there is greatness where is the necessity
of adornments? If there is learning why have

wealth? If there is ignominy what of death?
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45.

46.

47.

48.

These are the seven agonies in my heart, viz., the
moon without splendor during the day, a woman
who has lost her youth, a pond without lotuses,
the handsome face of a man without learning, the
king who is greedy of wealth, the nobleman who is
always in trouble, the wicked man in the king’s

court.

No one will be intimate to the kings who are
having extreme anger. Fire, when touched, will

burn even the sacrificer,

If one is quiet, he is treated as dumb; if one is an
orator he is called as prattler; if one sta-n(is close, he
is considered as rude; if one stays at a distance, he
1s called timid; if one is having the nature of
forbearance he is called a coward; if one is
intolerant, he is treated as not born of noble race.
Thus rendering service, which is very hard, is
difficult even to the yogis. |

How can there be happiness for a person who
comes within the range of a wicked, who does
according to his own will, who being free from all
virtues has brought into prominence all the

wicked, who has forgotten his sins committed
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50.

51.

earlier, who has fortunately obtained wealth and

who hates virtues?

The friendship of the wicked and good will vary
like the shadow of the former and latter part .Qf the
day, erihancing in the beginning and decreasing
gradually, less in the beginning and increasing

gradually.

In this world, to the deer, the fish and the noble
one who lead their life by grass, water and
happiness, the hunter, the fisherman and the

wicked are enemies without any reason.

Salutations to those great people in whom reside
these qualities- desire to have the company of
gooa people, being happy by seeing the virtues of
others, respect to elders, urge to acqure
knowledge, love for his own wife, fear of ill
reputation, devotion to lord iva, the bearer of
trident, strength to control one’s mind, re_nounciﬂg

the company of the wicked.

These are the natural qualities of great people-
courage at times of distress, forbearance during
prosperity, oratorship in an assembly,. valour in
battle, ambition for fame and interest in learning.
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55.
N iotus durmg calam1t1es it is as hald as the rocks of

56.

Praise worthy charity through the hands, humble
salutations fo the feet of the great people, speaking
truth, incomparable valour in victorjous shoulders,
purity of mind, listening to the scriptures, these are

the natural adornments of the victorious people
) even in the absence of wealth.

‘A‘bstaiﬁing-! from harming other living-beings,

restraint regarding-the stea}ing of other’s wealth,
speaking truth, donating - to: ‘those  in: need
according to means, resortmg to silence regarding
the talks related to other women, Obstructmg the
stream of greed respect to elders, kindness for all
.hvmg bemgs -these constitute the common code,
foHowmg of Wthh is not prohibited in any of the
scriptures and the path leading to the highest

good.

Dulmg rlclme‘;s, the mmd of the great is as soff as

the mountam

Pursuit . of the ‘right path: which is agreeable, not

: mdulgmg in bad act eyen at the cost of one’s own
. zhfe not approachmg the chked for any need, not

askmg money from a person who does not possess

wealth even though he is a friend, extreme courage
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58.

59.

60.

at .times of calamities, following t_he path of the

- noble- who taught this path of the virtuous, which

. is.as hard as waikmg on sword’s edge? y

T ‘r «‘5"

5.7.’:.“;}1D01ng charlty in secrecy, Weicommg the guests

with respect, resorting to ellence after domg the

favourable act, announcing m an assernbly the -

help rendered by others, not havmg the pride of
wealth, avoiding . mean talk a}g_out_ others-whoe
taught path of the virtuous'which is .as hard as

walki.ng-on the sword'’s edge. -

Not even the trace of water dmp is found on the
hot iron rod “The same water drop on the lotus
leaflet shmes hke pearl When it fa]ls “into the
oyster s shell it turns into a reai pearl Indeed the
merits of the low, mlddle and higher status arise

on account of assoaaﬁon

A son who pleases his father with good deeds a
wife who deszres the weifare of her husband and a
friend who is of equai athtude at ‘times of
prosperity as well as at times of misery-are
obtained by one who.is meritorious in life.

Those who elevate themselves thré)ggﬁ':fhbdesty,

- who reveal their merits ‘throt_!gh jthe_d’és‘.élfiption of
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61.

62.

64.

the merits of others, who obtain their own rewards
through their efforts at serving others and who
enhance the grief of the rudely abusing wicked
people through their forbearance are meritorious
‘people with astonishing _ activities deserving

- respect. To whom are they not adorable?

Trees bend down when they bear fruits. The
clouds bend down very low when filled with fresh
waters. The virtuous are full of modesty when they
are endowed with riches. This is nature of
benevolent,

The ears are adorned by listening to scriptures, but
not by earring. Hands are adorned by charity, but

-not by bracelet. The body of the compassionate is

adorned by helping others, but not by anointment
with sandal paste.

The sun makes the lotus bloom; the moon causes
the bed of the night lotuses to bloom; though not
asked, clouds give water. Thus the good people on
their own, engage themselves in doing good to
others.

Those who sacrifice their own benefits for the good
of others are great. Those who do good to others
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65.

66.

by not giving up their own happiness are common
men. Those who destroy others happiness for their
own benefits are demons in the guise of men. But,

‘we do not know ‘by what name, these men who

hurt others for no reason, should be called.

The noble say about the nature of agood friend
thus-He prevenisfrom sinning, inspires to do good
acts, conceals secrets and proclaims good qualities.
He will not renounce at times of danger and will

help at times of need.

Milk gives away all its qualities to water when
combined with it. The water, seeing the milk
heated, sacrifices itself in the fire. Seeing this, mitk
desires to jump into the fire. But when combined
with water, it calms down. Likewise is the

friendship of the good.

Here rests lord Visnu; here are his enemies alive,
here is the group of mountains seeking refuge;
here also exists submarine fire juxtapposed to the
continuously pouring clouds (samvartaka) which
appear at the time of annihilation. Oh! How

mighty, vast and tolerant the ocean must be.




68.

Blessed indeed is the birth of the tortoise which
lent its back to bear the burden of the whole earth.
Praise worthy indeed, is the birth of DRhruva,
around whom the cluster of stars move. The hvmg
bemgs without helpmg others, just take birth and

et dle like the worms within the ‘oudumbara fruit

70.

w1thout rise or fall in their life.

~Cut, @ff your disre; be kind; renounce pride; do not

indulge in. evil acts; speak the. truth; follow the
path of good serve the scholars; respect the
respectable; fry to convince ‘the enémiés, show
your humility; protect your fame, show the
kindness to the distressed - these are the features

- of the good.

How many good people are there in this world,

"~ ‘who are full of nectar in the form of goodness of

71.

~ mind, who will be delighting the three worlds by
~ their innumerable benevolent deeds, who feel
~ delighted in their heart by magnifying even the

minute quality of others as if it were a mountain ?

Gods were not satisfied by valuable gems. They

| dld fr.io_t fear ‘st the f_ierceful poison. They never
*stopped till they obtained nectar. Likewise, people
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75.

with firm mind do not stop until they achieve their

goal

The people of Iower order do not begm the work

with fear of the obstacles. The people of middle
order begin the work, but stop when they come
across hurdles. The best people never stop the
work which they have begun, even though they

face many obstruct10ns repeatedly

The tree grows agam, even though cut. Though
waning, the moon increases. ‘Understanding this,

the good will not worry in ﬂns,world

A person of firm mind who wants to ‘accomplish
his goal never cares for happiness or Sorrow. At
times he sleeps on the ground, sometimes on a
couch; sometimes resorts to dry and tasteless

vegetables; somet_n;nes ~eats dehc;ous food;

sometimes wears old clothes and at :qthe;; times

puts on silken robes..

May the experts in polity abuse or praise; may
wealth stay or move, away. at its will.. May the
death come today itself or at a distant age; the firm
minded will never move away even a step from

the path of justice.
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76.  He, whose mind is not disturbed by the arrows in
the form of side-glances of beloved women, not
burnt by the heat of the fire in the-form of anger
and is not captivated by the tethers in the form of

o greed of worldly objects is the brave person. He
conquers all the three worlds.

.77.”' Coulage of the couzageous man cannot be wiped

" ot even when ‘he is humiliated: “Even though the
burning fire held downward% the flames will

ok

never 80 downwards R Y

':78. s pre,ferable that thzs bodv is. debtloyed by
falling on; the hard stones from t_h_e peak of the
~lofty meuntain. It is preferable to plaJce the hand in
the mouth of the highly poisonous serpent. Tt is
prefexable to'fall into the fire. But it is not

preferable fo destroy one's own character:

=79, <To him, in whom exzts the good character which is
dear. to all, fire becomes cool like water, ocean
turns out into a small stream, Meru mountain
. becomes a small rock, lion becomes a deer, the
poisonous ' serpent: becomes. a flower garland,

poisonous juice becomes a shower of nectar.
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81.

82.

Benevolence is the adornment of wee lth. Control
over speech is the ornament of valour. Peace is the
ornament of knowledge. Modesty is the ornament
of scholarship. Granting to the well deserved is
the ornament of money. Absence of anger is the
adornment of penance. Forbearance is the
ornament of the mighty Deceitlessness is the
ornament of Dharma. Above all, condut_t which is

the cause of all is the best ornament.

Indra’s adviser was brhaspati, the preceptor of
gods, the weapon was thunderbolt, the soldiers

were gods, | heaven was well guarded fort,

assistance was from Vlsnu hlmqelf Iravata was the
Lonveyanaen mqp1te of all these 1ndra was
defeated. Therefore it is clear that destmy is the
only: resort. Fie, Fie upon Vaiour which is: futile..

A -serpent tormented by hunger with ‘weakened
limbs sits within a basket, coiling its body, losing
all hopes of survival. A mouse at night makes a
hole in the basket and falls into the mouth of the
serpent, on its own accord. The serpent being
satisfied by its meat moves out through the same
hole. Hence, look ! O people, destiny is the main

cause for the ups and downs in life.
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83.

84.

The cultured person rises up like a fallen ball,
when he falls.  An uncultured person falls down

like a earthen ball (never to rise up).

A baldman; tormentédiby thé raysiof harsh suiy,

willing ito 'go: to a shady place, went and stood

~under a huge palm tree as it guided by destiny.
. There-a huge fruit fell on his head with a great

thud and his head broke. Hence wherever an

- unfortunateman goes, there follow the distresses.

On seeing the ‘eclipseof the sun and-moon, the
capturing of elephants snakes and birds and the

~ miserable and poor state of the learned, I exclaim;

86,

. tinie he makes him short lived on this earth.

87.

The creator creates gem like a man embeded with

all virtues as an ado'rnr‘hént to earth. At the same
Alas,
how painful is the stupidity of fate !

Moon is the treasure of nectar. He is the lord of

- 'medlcmal herbs, he is followed by satabhisha
constellatlon (Hunchedf; of doctors) and he is the

adornment on the crown of Lord Siva. But
consumption (raja-yaksma) disease will not leave
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89.

90.

91.

_even such a moon.- Who can traﬂsgress the dzctates o

of wicked destiny ?-

Dear friend,:like asskillful,potter; the wicked fate

makes the mud in the form of mind into'a lump
with force and makes it to revolve with strokes of
stick in the form of ‘calamities and rotatés it by

‘placing on the wheel in the form of worrigs. We
* do not know as to what it (the fate) intends: to do?

Oh.-foolish: destiny sif you desire to-destroy the
courage! of noble people- during - their- distress,
desist from' that wicked effort. Even during
adversities at the time -of: total: destruction, the
ocean and the mountains do not lose thelr d1gmty

and they are not at all mean R

In. this Worid whatever is ordamed by the Lord
destiny for a person, at least a little of that will be
obtained by him. The great resort is not the cause
of that. Although the clouds whlch is spreadmg in

all the dlrectzom showers ram everyday, only two
or three drops of water fall mto the mouth of

cataka bird.

We salute Gods. But they are under the control of

wicked destiny. So we should salute destiny.
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93.

94.

95.

Even the fate offers the fruits (rewards) according
to the action. If fruits are according to the action,
who needs God or destmy Salutatzons to action

upon which even fate has no control.

Salutations to that Karma by whom Brahma was

“made a potter to shape the pot called world. Visnu
- was put into the distress of taking ten incarnations

and Siva was made to wander and beg alms with
skull in his hand.

O good man, in order to obtain the desired fruit,
serve the Godess “Satkriya” (Good deed), who will
at once turn wicked into good, fools into scholars,
enemies into friends invisible into visible and
poison into elixir. Do not aspire in vain for other

virtues that are full of distress.

When the good deed is continuously done, good
house, damsels with amorous gestures and Laksmi
bright with white (royal) umbrella are enjoyed.
When it is stopped, look ! all these at once move
away mnto various directions, like the network of
pearls from the necklace of pearls with its string
broken in the sport of amorous quarrel.

A wise should think? of the result of his actions
before doing the deeds good or bad. The result of
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96.

97.

98.

the deeds done in a hurry is like the dazft which
burns the heart till the end of life.

A man who does not do penance (virtuous deeds)
even after taking birth on this sacred land of action
(Karma-bhymi) is indeed, unfortunate. If he does
not do so, it will be like cookmg sesamum in the
vessel made up of lapis lazuli (Vaidurya gem),
using the sandal wood as fuel. It is like ploughing
the earth with golden plough to obtain the roots of
arka plant. It is again like fencing the crop of
kodrava grains by cutting of camphor sticks.

It is not the form, nor the character, nor the noble
birth, nor learning, nor rendering of service with

good efforts, would bring the fruits. But the good

fortunes of a man accumulated through the
penance in previous births would bring the fruits

at the ripe time like the trees.

Let the man drown in water, climb the peak of the
Meru Mountain, win the enemies in war, learn all
the arts and sciences like trade agriculture etc,, fly
high like a bird through the vast sky, with great
offorts. Yet what is not destined to happen will
never happen? How can there be the destruction
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100.

of that which is destined to happen, due to the

fund of karma?

The good deeds of past will protect a man in
forest, in the battle field, in the midst of enemies, in
water, fire or ocean, or on the peak of a mountain
whether he is asleep or intoxicated or in a difficult

state.

To him who has to his credit abundant merit,

accumulated in the past, the fierceful forest will
become his capital city, all people would become
his own, the whole earth will be filled with

treasures and valuable gems.
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